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Standard: ICC L.6.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 

         relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

Benchmark: Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar  

     denotations (definitions).  

 

Objective: After a lesson on idioms, 6th grade students will be able to accurately 

         portray the two different meanings of an idiom. 

 

Anticipatory Set: Review with the students the three different types of figura-

tive language that have been previously discussed: similes, metaphors, and per-

sonification. Have students give an example of each. Ask students if they’ve ev-

er read Amelia Bedelia; read a page from the book where she misinterprets 

her directions. Have the students describe what she was really supposed to do 

as opposed to what she actually did.  

 

Instructional Input: Define what an idiom is: saying or expression that is used in 

everyday language, but it has a different meaning than what is actually being 

said. Have the students describe how the book Amelia Bedelia represents an idi-

om. Discuss why we use idioms in our writing.  

 

Modeling: Tell the students that they are going to be doing a fun activity to rep-

resent an idiom. Model the assignment by using the examples from the Amelia 

Bedelia worksheet. The students will be drawing a picture of what the idiom 

means literally, and what it means as an expression. For example, when Amelia 

Bedelia is told to “dress the chicken,” she puts clothes on the chicken instead of 

putting stuffing inside. Model how to do the literal picture by drawing a sketch 

of Amelia Bedelia dressing the chicken in clothes.  



Guided Practice: Have the students work together to describe what the expres-

sion actually means. Then, choose one or two volunteers to finish the other half 

of the poster.  

 

Independent Practice: Tell the students they are now going to be doing the same 

thing on their own. They can research their own expression to use, or they can 

choose from the provided list. Make sure the students understand they also 

need to write an explanation of their pictures. Have the students take turns 

signing up for an idiom to prevent any repeats.  

 

Closure: Tell the students they have the rest of class to complete their idiom as-

signment. If they don’t finish, it should be finished by the next class period. They 

will be sharing their poster to their peers the next day. 

 

Formative Assessment: As the students share, assess them on their verbal ex-

planation of their literal meaning and the expressive meaning. Collect their 

work and assess it for accuracy and creativity. Use this information to see 

where students are at, and who may need more supplemental work before the 

final exam. 

 

Extensions: For students needing a challenge, they can complete the poster, and 

then write a poem using their chosen idiom and as many others as they can 

think of.  

 

Modifications: If students are hesitant to share, set up a separate meeting time 

when they can share exclusively with the teacher.  

For students who might struggle with the concept, they might benefit from hav-

ing one side of the poster already filled out, so they only have to do one of the 

meanings of the idiom.  

 

 

 



Idioms 
 

My expression: ___________________________________ 

 

Literal Meaning (Dictionary Definition) 
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Idioms 
 

My expression: ___________________________________ 

 

Expressive Meaning 
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Possible Idioms 
 

 A penny for your thoughts 

 At the drop of a hat 

 Barking up the wrong tree 

 Bite off more than you can chew 

 Cross that bridge when you come to it  

 Costs an arm and a leg 

 Every cloud has a silver lining 

 Feeling under the weather 

 Hit the nail on the head 

 Hit the sack 

 Let the cat out of the bag 

 Piece of cake  

 Steal someone’s thunder 

 Take with a grain of salt 


